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16 July 1955 


mmmm TOR; Deputy Director (Support) 


! Air Cautioners for Windovlese Rooms 


X* fee memorandum of 17 June 1955 from the Acting SSA/DDS 
to the Scanty Director (Support), attached, was referred to this 
ftfftbee for an opinion on the propriety of expending Agency funds 
to procure air conditioning for four vindowlees rooms. fees© 
rooms were originally intended as storage space hut present over-' 
crowding requires their use for office purposes . It is further 
aaderetooG that the need for ventilation cannot he met hy shifting 
available equipment because a type of equipment is required in 
these rooms which we do not presently have. 

ft, Staler FL J&3, 77th Congress (ho U.S.C.A. 317), as 
amended, there is no authority for the procurement of such equip- 
ment exeept by, and with the funds of, the General Services 
Administration . fee General Accounting Office has expressed the 
view that vindovless rooms are cot outside the scope of the 
statute., and that they would be forced to take exception to any 
of CIA vouchered funds for this purpose. 


3. We are advised by 


that, although no specific 


request has been made to the General Services Administration for 
the provision of the equipment here discussed, a communication 
within fee last week from fee General Services Administration (in 
eoeaec tiop wife a CIA request for replacement of unrepairable 
equipment returned to GSA) stated that no air-conditioning equip- 
ment or funds for its purchase are presently available. We 
could, of course, Join wife fee General Services Administration 
in requesting a specific appropriation flrom the Congress, but 
such & course would be awkward sod would not assure timely provision 
ef fee needed equipment. 

A. feere remains for consideration the propriety of purchasing 
these air conditioners based on special authority available to the 
Director under Section 10(b) of PL 110. It is our view that this 
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may be relied upon only In those situations where the 
i®#eial_end unique functions of the Agency are involved. The 
@segytroller Central ha© affirmed this view in connection with hie 
decision on the proposed retroactive pay increases by the Central 
iJsteillgence Agency in 1951. 

5* It Bust be determined then whether the purpose of the 
proposed purchases is in any ©ease unique or special to the 
authorised function© of the Central Intelligence Agency. Baaed 
®b ^he facts available and presented to this Office, it appears 
ihat the air-condit ioning equipment will not serve a special 
gsypose but will sake comfortable space which otherwise would 
l^s^ably be unusable during the summer months. We do not believe 
that convenience and comfort can be controlling factors in the 
utilisation of Section 10(b) of EL 110. it is realized that 
without such equipment in all probability the rooms in question 
will be unusable during the summer, however, the Congress has 
declared that such equ ipme nt sh a l l be purchased only with specific 
approval, and we have been unable to find any distinguishing elements 
that would authorise utilization of the Director's special authority. 
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mgmAxsm for : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT t 


I APR 2 8 1955 

Director of LogiaticB 

Chief, Beal Estate and Construction Division 
Request for Air Conditioning 


X* Shis Office is in receipt of a request from the Security 
Office, Administration and Training Staff for the provision at 
suitable air conditioning in their photographic laboratory. Room 
17, Building 13. 

3* Dader the provisions of Public lav Ho. 763, 77th Congress, 
approved 26 October 1942, and a subsequent modification set forth 
in Public lav Ho. 4l0, Slat Congress, approved 26 October l$k 9, the 
purchase of ventilating, temperature, and humidity control equip- 
ment is prohibited to all Federal Agencies except for special 
laboratory, scientific, and research purposes. Although certain 
specific exceptions have been made in the past, existing Agency 
policy does not permit purchases of air conditioning unless such 
expenditures are in accordance with the provisions contained in 
tbs above-mentioned Public lavs. 

3- As a result of a prior investigation by this Office and 
the reasons outlined in the attached request from the Security 
Office, it is our opinion that suitable air conditioning is justi- 
fied for this activity under the above law. An estimated #2,000. 
will be required to cover the purchase and installation of a 3 ton 
p tft fc a g e type unit necessary to air condition this spaee. With 
jpsur approval, this Office will proceed to have the PBS purchase 
®6d install the above -ment ioned equipment. The attached memorandum 
from the Administration and Training Staff, Security Office is sub- 
mitted for your review 
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